The Coining Civilization
As a matter of fact it is highly improbable, in any
event, that the present social order will continue.
It is highly improbable because it is a law of nature
that the world never ceases to grow and change.
The capitalist system is one stage in a chain of
changes; it is unlikely that the world will halt at
the particular economic development which it
happens to have reached in the twentieth cent my.
It is as unlikely that the world will stand still at
the point we call the capitalist order as that time
itself will stand still. The capitalist system is bound
in the ordinary course of nature to develop into
something else, and it is for us to inquire what the
next stage is likely to be, as well as to play our part
in trying to make the next stage a better one than
the present.
When we encounter these unimaginative people
and find it necessary to convince them that the
present social order is not the final word in creation,
it may be well first to ask them to glance back at
history, to the history of our own nation. It will then
be possible to point out that the capitalist system is
a comparatively modern development, and that
because it did not always exist in the past it is
reasonable to suppose that it will not always exist
in the future.
The Feudal System
An earlier stage of our English society was what
we call Feudalism. Feudalism in its broader and
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